
OBITUARY

Wensdy Whitehead 
(1971-2023)

Wensdy Whitehead was born June 24, 
1971, in Midland, Michigan. On May 7, 
2023, at the age of 51, she died in hospice 
care from metastatic colon cancer in the 
loving care of family and her many ori-
gami friends. 

She was cherished by her parents, George 
and Winnie Whitehead, who were blessed 
with a daughter later in life. Wensdy at-
tended many academic and artistic en-
richment classes, including guitar lessons 
and learning origami. She received a full 
scholarship to Cornell University where 
she graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
in Computer Science in 1993. She lived in 
the German House, a residence hall, where 
students spoke German instead of English. 

She studied in Germany, during her junior 
year, attending the University of Hamburg. 
In 1994, she joined the Army to become a 
translator. She then moved to Massachu-
setts in 1995 to work as a software design 
engineer at VideoGuide. While there, she 
received two patents in 2002 and 2005 for 
Interactive Program Guides. She lived in 
many cities in Massachusetts, mostly in 
Somerville, and later in Medford. 

Wensdy began folding at age four, two 
years before she ever heard the word “ori-
gami.” Her mother started her off with 
a couple of traditional models, and by 
age nine she was off hunting for origami 
books to feed her creative appetite. After 
college, she became active in the origami 
community, becoming a regular at local 
origami groups and national conventions. 
These became the platform to showcase 
her own original pieces. Her folding se-
quences were both clever and accessible, 
and she had a knack for choosing interest-
ing subject matter. Notable series include 
entire words and phrases created through 
folding single sheets, and integrating heart 

shapes onto traditional models to give 
them new meaning. She had success using 
the geometries of dollar bills and created a 
book on the subject: Election Money Folds 
in 2012.

One of her “breakout” models was the 
sorting hat from the Harry Potter movie. 
Everyone wanted to learn it at conven-
tions! All that attention was very new 
to her; a bit stressful but she very much 
enjoyed it. She was very easy going and 
this made her very easy to work with and 
learn from.

She created a huge variety of models: 
simple, complex, one-piece, modulars, 
and dollar folds. She would fold from any-
thing. She especially liked folding from re-
cycled material. It was a fun challenge for 
her. Sometimes she would show up late to 
an origami gathering because she was up 
all-night designing. 

Close up of Wensdy’s hand with a crane 
resting there.

BELOW. Gabby Guppy the Fish: created by 
Wendsy Whitehead. (Instructions in this 
issue of The Paper)

ABOVE. 
Origami 
word: Created 
by Wensdy 
Whitehead.  
Folded from  
a single sheet 
of paper.

RIGHT.  
Love Bug,  
created by 
Wensdy 
Whitehead

She was well known for her collection of tiny 
little artwork; she could fold such intricate 
detail in very small models. One extraordi-
nary model was a miniscule flapping bird. 

Her designs have been on exhibit at the 
Peabody Essex Museum and other venues. 

She had a fun sense of humor filled with 
folded puns. Outside of her origami ac-
complishments she was a smart, intellec-
tual, and caring person. 

Wensdy’s portfolio is available at 
https://origamiusa.org/files/wensdy_whitehead_
portfolio.pdf 

A memorial gallery page with diagrams  
is viewable at Origami Museum  
(https://origamimuseum.org/Wensdy-
Whitehead) and via OrigamiUSA’s website at 
the In Memoriam page (https://origamiusa.org/
memoriam-wensdy-whitehead). 
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:HQVG\�UHFHLYHG�D�IXOO�VFKRODUVKLS�WR�VWXG\�FRPSXWHU�
VFLHQFH�DW�&RUQHOO��VSRNH�IOXHQW�*HUPDQ��FHUWLILHG�E\�
WKH�*RHWKH�,QVWLWXW���DQG�ZDV�JUDQWHG�WZR�SDWHQWV�IRU�
VRIWZDUH�GHVLJQ�HQJLQHHULQJ��$V�D�FKLOG��VKH�FRXOG�VROYH�
D�5XELNşV�FXEH�LQ�D�FRXSOH�PLQXWHV��7KLV�JHRPHWULF�VNLOO�
ZDV�WKH�VDPH�VSDWLDO�ZL]DUGU\�WKDW�VKH�ODWHU�DSSOLHG� 
to origami. I knew that she was an amazing paper  
IROGHU�DQG�KDG�H[KLELWV�LQ�PXVHXPV��EXW�,�GLGQşW�UHDOL]H�
XQWLO�0D\��ZKHQ�,�PHW�KHU�RULJDPL�IULHQGV��WKDW�VKH� 
ZDV�D�UHQRZQHG�RULJDPL�VDYDQW��EHORYHG�E\�WKH� 
origami community. 
 
:KLOH�VRUWLQJ�WKH�EHORQJLQJV�LQ�KHU�DSDUWPHQW��,�IRXQG�
ZULWLQJV�DERXW�KHU�SKLORVRSK\�RI�RULJDPL�DQG�DUWLVWLF�
engineering. “Origami bridges engineering and art. Unlike 
many creative arts, little opportunity to add or subtract 
PDWHULDO�ZKHQ�FUHDWLQJŝRQO\�LQ�VWDUWLQJ�IURP�DQRWKHU�
shape of paper or working with a different number of 
units in a modular design can one gain or lose material. 
The engineering aspect of allocating paper to each part 
of the intended design provides a continual tug-of-war 
between the engineering and the art that pulls me in to be 
more creative and artistic than when  
I approach other art projects.Ţŝ:HQVG\�:KLWHKHDG

TO MY COUSIN WENSDY 
#Z�.FMJTTB�8IJUOFZ

:HQVG\�DQG�,�EHJDQ�IROGLQJ�WRJHWKHU�DW�D�JURXS�FDOOHG�
3DSHUIROGHUV�LQ�1HZ�(QJODQG��3,1(���LQ�1HHGKDP��0$��(DUO\�
RQ��ZH�KDG�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DERXW�KHU�QDPH��,W�ZDV�LPSRUWDQW�
WR�VSHOO�LW�ULJKW��:�(�1�6�'�<���

$V�ZH�JUHZ�FORVHU��VKH�YLVLWHG�PH��,I�,�KDG�FKHHVH�RU�LFH�
FUHDP�QHDUE\��,�ZRXOG�EH�GHOLJKWHG�DV�VKH�ZRXOG�VWD\�
ORQJHU��:H�ERWK�ORYHG�FKHHVH��:H�FRQQHFWHG��$V�:HQVG\�
ZRXOG�VD\��ZH�ZHUH�QRW�MXVW�IULHQGV��ZH�ZHUH�š25,*$0,�
)5,(1'6���Ţ�7KDW�ZDV�D�VWURQJ�ERQG��2ULJDPL�DUWLVW�/DXUD�
.UXVNDO�ZDV�GHOLJKWHG�E\�RXU�IULHQGVKLS��

7ULDO�DIWHU�WULDO��:HQVG\�ZDV�P\�IULHQG��,Q�2FWREHU�������
,�RUJDQL]HG�DQ�RULJDPL�IHVWLYDO�ZLWK�D�PRQWK�ORQJ�H[KLELW�
DW�WKH�8PEUHOOD�&HQWHU�IRU�WKH�$UWV�LQ�&RQFRUG��0$��7KH�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�ZDV�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�H[SHFWHG��:HQVG\�
came to the rescue and spent three weeks turning it into a 
SRVLWLYH�H[SHULHQFH��

:HQVG\�YROXQWHHUHG��H[KLELWHG��WDXJKW��DQG�UHWDLOHG�DW�
RULJDPL�FRQYHQWLRQV�LQFOXGLQJ�HYHQWV�LQ�&DPEULGJH��0$��
LQ�1<&��DQG�PRUH��6KH�H[KLELWHG�DW�WKH�3HDERG\�(VVH[�
0XVHXP�WZLFH��,�ZDV�SULYLOHJHG�WR�FXUDWH�DQ�RULJDPL�
H[KLELWLRQ�DW�WKH�&KDUOHV�5LYHU�0XVHXP�LQ�:DOWKDP��0$�DQG�
:HQVG\�ZDV�DPRQJ�WKH�ILYH�RI�XV��:HQVG\��(ULN�DQG�0DUWLQ�
'H0DLQH��DQ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�IORUDO�IROGHU��DQG�PH��

I say, “Thank you, Wensdy. You contributed so much.  
:H�ZLOO�PLVV�\RX��P\�IULHQG�Ţ�

ORIGAMI FRIENDSHIP 
#Z�-JTB�#��$PSGNBO

,�PHW�:HQVG\�DW�DQ�RULJDPL�FRQYHQWLRQ�DW�),7�LQ�
0DQKDWWDQ��$W�WKLV�FRQYHQWLRQ�P\�VLVWHU�$QQLH�KDG�EHHQ�
WHOOLQJ�PH�DERXW�WKLV�FRRO�ODG\�,�KDG�WR�PHHW��+HU�QDPH�
ZDV�:HQVG\�DQG�VKH�KDG�WKLV�IDQWDVWLF�WDOHQW�IRU�IROGLQJ�
WKH�WLQLHVW�RULJDPL�VKH
G�HYHU�VHHQ��

:HQVG\�KDG�D�WDEOH�LQ�WKH�RULJDPL�H[KLELWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�VKH�
FDOOHG�PLQLJDPL�DQG�,�KDG�WR�VHH�LW��

:KHQ�,�PHW�:HQVG\�VKH�VKRZHG�PH�WKLV�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�WLQ\�
OLWWOH�PRGHOV�VKH�KDG�IROGHG��,�ZDV�LPSUHVVHG�ZLWK�KRZ�
VKH�FRXOG�IROG�VXFK�GHWDLO�LQ�VXFK�VPDOO�PRGHOV��7KHQ�VKH�
SLFNHG�XS�ZKDW�ORRNHG�OLNH�DQ�HPSW\�WLF�WDF�ER[�ZLWK�D�
WLQ\�VFUDS�RI�SDSHU�LQ�WKH�ERWWRP�FRUQHU��6KH�WROG�PH�WR�
WDNH�D�FORVHU�ORRN�DQG�ZKHQ�,�GLG��,�VDZ�WKDW�WKH�VFUDS�RI�
SDSHU�ZDV�D�PLQLVFXOH�RULJDPL�ELUG�� 

TO MY FRIEND WENSDY #Z�+FOOJF�%FJUTDI

:HQVG\�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�ZRUNLQJ�PRGHO�RI�D�
IODSSLQJ�ELUG��6KH�VDLG�VKH�WHVWHG�LW�DIWHU�VKH�ILQLVKHG�
IROGLQJ�LW�DQG�LW�ZRUNHG�ILQH��%XW�VKH�GLGQ
W�OLNH�WR�PDNH�
LW�IODS�WRR�PXFK�EHFDXVH�VKH�ZDV�DIUDLG�RI�GDPDJLQJ�KHU�
OLWWOH�ELUG��,�DVNHG�KHU�LI�VKH�XVHG�VRPH�VSHFLDO�WRROV�WR�
IROG�WKDW�VPDOO��6KH�VDLG�QR��MXVW�KHU�ILQJHUWLSV��,�ZDV�GXO\�
impressed, and we became fast friends. 

,�ODWHU�IRXQG�RXW�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�QRW�RQO\�D�IDQWDVWLF�IROGHU�
EXW�D�YHU\�FUHDWLYH�RULJDPL�LQYHQWRU��:HQVG\�FDPH�XS�
ZLWK�WKLV�YHU\�XVHIXO�IROG��VKH�FDOOHG�D�VKRYHO�IROG��,�ZDV�
DOZD\V�DPD]HG�KRZ�VKH�FRXOG�ZULWH�ZRUGV�DQG�QDPHV�
DQG�PDNH�SLFWXUHV�LQ�RULJDPL�ZLWK�WKLV�FOHYHU�IROG�RI�KHUV�� 
:H�XVHG�WR�KDYH�VR�PXFK�IXQ�ZLWK�:HQVG\��

:HQVG\�ZDV�D�JRRG�IULHQG��DQG�,�ZLOO�DOZD\V�PLVV�KHU��

On November 11th, an online gathering was held to honor and remember the life of Wensdy Whitehead. At the 
initiative of Lisa Corfman, this heartfelt event brought together her friends and fans of her creations. It was an 
HPRWLRQDOO\�FKDUJHG�PHHWLQJ�WKDW�ODVWHG�IRU�VHYHUDO�KRXUV��ǊOOHG�ZLWK�DQHFGRWHV��FKHULVKHG�PHPRULHV��DQG�D�
collective origami session where all participants folded models created by her as a tribute to her craft. Below, 
we share some of these memories (For more testimonials: https://origamimuseum.org/tribute-to-wensdy) 

Winter 2023    |    The PAPER   25


