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1.

Fold and unfold.

2. 3.

Pinch the book folds. Pinch the quarters.

Recommended Paper:  very thin 
two-sided  6” (15cm) square or larger.

4. 5. 6.

7.

Refold the eighths.  
No new creases.

8. 9.

10. 11.

Collapse as a 
preliminary base.

Pre-crease.

Pre-crease.

12. 13.

Petal fold .  Repeat behind.



14.

Narrow the neck 
and tail as with an 
unmodified 
traditional crane.

Inside-reverse the neck and 
tail, again as with an 
unmodified traditional crane. 

15.

45°

16.

Inside-reverse to 
form the head.

17.

“Un-inside-reverse” to release 
one layer of paper to form the 
crest.  A toothpick or burnishing 
tool can reach into the narrow 
space and release the paper all 
the way to the tip of the beak.

18.

Fold the wings down and 
crease moderately sharply so 
that they will remain more 
horizontal after inflating the 
crane.  Raise the wings back 
to 90°.

90°

19.

New view.

20.

Tug on the wings 
gently and steadily 
to inflate the body 
of the crane.

Done!

21.
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